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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sasaki (US 7,068,146). 

With respect to claim 1 and 10 Sasaki discloses a door lock/unlock system for a 
vehicle (vehicle door lock apparatus), comprising: a door lock state detector detecting 
whether a door of the vehicle is put in a lock state (since a lock request signal is 
received by the vehicle the vehicle has a door lock state detector to detect if the doors 
are lock, column 5 lines 23-30); a door open state detector (door open/closed state 
detection unit) detecting whether the door is open; a door lock mechanism (lock unit) 
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through which the door is locked and unlocked; and a controller (microcomputer 2, 
figure 1) connected to the door lock state detector, the door open state detector and the 
door actuator (see figure 1), the controller being arranged, to compare a first lock/unlock 
state detected during the door open state with a second lock/unlock state detected at a 
moment when an open/close state is changed from an open state to a closed state 
(Sasaki discloses that an open/closed door is detected, and it must also detect the 
lock/unlock state, because when the door is closed an automatic lock mode is entered, 
which locks all the doors, column 3 lines 1-20), to maintain the state of the door lock 
mechanism when the first lock/unlock state corresponds to the second lock/unlock state 
(Sasaki's invention discloses that the state of the door after the door is closed is 
maintain, when a predetermined time has elapsed since the door on the driver's side is 
closed and a lock request is not received, Column 4 lines 8-11), and to set the state of 
the door lock mechanism at the first lock/unlock state when the first lock/unlock state 
does not corresponds to the second lock/unlock state. Sasaki discloses a key state 
detection switch 16 to prevent locking of the door when the door is open; keeps the first 
state detected when the door is open and maintains the first state when the door is 
closed and the second state does not corresponds to the first state, thus preventing 
locking of the doors. 

With respect to claim 2 Sasaki disclose the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein the controller is further arranged to count a predetermined time 
period from a moment that the open/close state is changed from the open state to the 
closed state and to compare the first lock/unlock state and the second lock/unlock state 
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when the counted time period is smaller than the predetermined time period (Sasaki 
discloses that when a door is closed (after being open), the door's lock/unlock state are 
check and is waiting for a command to lock or unlock, and a predetermined time has 
elapsed and a lock request is not received, a lock unit does not conduct door locking 
this operation is performed by the microcomputer 2). 

With respect to claim 3 Sasaki disclose the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein the door lock mechanism comprises a door lock actuator (door lock 
actuator 9) which is connected to the controller and though which the door lock 
mechanism changes the lock/unlock state of the door (figure 1). 

With respect to claim 4 Sasaki discloses the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein the door lock state detector, the door open state detector and the 
door lock mechanism are attached to each of the doors of the vehicle (figure 1 , column 
7 lines 15-29). 

With respect to claim 5 Sasaki discloses the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein the controller is further arranged to repeatedly store a lock/unlock 
state detected by the door lock state detector in a memory of the controller as the first 
lock/unlock state when the door is open (Sasaki discloses that a flag f1 is store to 
determined whether or not the automatic lock mode is entered, thus the lock/unlock 
state is checked and store, column 8 lines 16-30). 

With respect to claim 8 Sasaki discloses the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1, further comprising a door locking knob through which a vehicle occupant in a 
passenger compartment of the vehicle is capable of locking the door. A door of the 
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vehicle disclosed has a locking knob since a person can open/closed the door from the 
inside. 

With respect to claim 9 Sasaki discloses a method for controlling a lock/unlock 
state of a door of a vehicle, the method comprising: detecting whether the door is put in 
a lock state; detecting whether the door is open; comparing a first lock/unlock state 
detected during the door open state with a second lock/unlock state detected at a 
moment when an open/close state is changed from an open state to a closed state; 
maintaining the state of a door lock mechanism for locking and unlocking the door when 
the first lock/unlock state corresponds to the second lock/unlock state; and setting the 
state of the door lock mechanism at the first lock/unlock state when the first lock/unlock 
state does not corresponds to the second lock/unlock state. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have necessarily performed the recited method steps when using the 
apparatus disclosed in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasaki (US 7,068,146) in view of Yamazaki (US 5,621,251). 
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With respect to claim 6 Sasaki discloses the door lock/unlock system as claimed 
in claim 1 , except for the overlay switch for setting the lock/unlock state with a priority to 
the determination based on the door lock state detector. 

Yamazaki, however, discloses a centralized switch 4 provided inside the driver's 
seat side door, this switch 4 has a priority since it can lock/unlock all the doors in the 
vehicle except for the driver's door; this switch is obviously actuated in dependence of 
the state of a the door locks located in the vehicle's doors. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included the overlay switch 4 disclosed by Yamazaki for 
setting the lock/unlock state with priority in Sasaki's invention. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to provide a means 
for controlling all of the vehicle's doors by pressing a button. 

With respect to claim 7 Sasaki in view of Yamazaki disclose the door lock/unlock 
system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the overlay switch includes a concentrated door 
lock/unlock switch through which a driver of the vehicle concentratedly controls the door 
lock/unlock state of all of the doors of the vehicle (Sasaki invention's portable 
transmitter 21 has a lock switch 22 for locking all the doors in the vehicle, once the 
signal is received and process by the microcomputer). 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Amaya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8941. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on (571)272-2800. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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